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Evia Island
and climate change

The island of Evia (also known as Euboea) is locat-
ed off the east coast of Greece. Its length is 180
km, and its width varies from 6 to 48 km. Its area
of 3,655 km2 makes it the second largest after the
island of Crete. More than 200,000 island inhabi-
tants make a living mainly from tourism and olive
cultivation.

Local people have been watching with increasing
fear how climate change has altered the island in
recent years. The beach strip is getting narrower as the water level rises and some
of the roads along the coast are gradually collapsing. Prolonged droughts negative-
ly affect the harvest of olive trees, which produce less and less fruit. The flowering
of flowers, plants and fruit trees is shifted earlier.

The numerous summer fires are a serious problem for Greece. Recent years have
been marked by severe heat waves and devastating fires. Nearly 100 people died
in the fire, and many homes were burned to the ground.

In the summer of 2021, a video report from the island of Evia informed about
thousands of tourists, residents of four villages and the monks of a local monas-
tery were being evacuated by ferry after flames engulfed the island. Hotel man-
agers reported an avalanche of canceled reservations that continued beyond
the busy season. A significant part of the olive groves was destroyed by the fiery
element. Losses to local businesses were estimated at millions of Euros.

The residents of the Evia island are anxiously looking into the future — what else
can the climate change cause to nature and the local business.
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