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and climate change

Tourism and  
climate change

Every year, hundreds of thousands of tourists visit 
Denali national park, which is located in the central 
part of the state of Alaska. North America’s high-
est peak, McKinley (6193 m), rises in it.The park, 
which covers nearly 64 thousand square km. It has 
only one access point: a single winding road that 
stretches more than 145 km. 

As rising temperatures have thawed the perma-
frost that lies beneath parts of the road, the road 
has rapidly deteriorated in recent years. Landslide movement forced the National 
Park Service to close the road at the halfway point and evacuate visitors trapped 
on the other side.

The closure ultimately cost the business USD 250,000 in lost revenue, and seasonal 
staff lost out on wages. A closure like this doesn’t just affect the lodge and the staff, 
said Hamm, but also the wider community. In addition, the local education system 
gets funded partially through overnight accommodation taxes. Service announced 
the closure would continue through 2022, as they work on a long-term solution for 
the road.

The climate crisis isn’t just causing landslides in Denali national park, but also tun-
dra shrubification, increased wildfires and subsequent smoky conditions, drying of 
tundra ponds, electrical storm activity and the advance of non-native pests, such 
as the spruce bark beetle, which can cause disastrous tree die-off.

Based on an article in The Guardian newspaper 


