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Hard decision 

Energy, industry and  
climate change

Put yourself in the shoes of an Executive Director of a thermal power plant that 
emits significant amounts of carbon dioxide and other pollutants into the atmo-
sphere. Increasing sanctions on industrial and energy enterprises that emit green-
house gases pose before you the difficult task to decide how to deal with this ex-
traordinary challenge. Which of the following solutions would you choose? 

•	 You will offer to freeze and even reduce staff salaries in order to compensate 
the additional financial costs associated with the sanctions. 

•	 You will propose to lay off a part of the staff 
in order to keep the salary level for the oth-
ers, as well as to compensate the additional 
financial costs associated with the sanctions. 

•	 You will allocate funds to hire experts to 
propose technical solutions to reduce the 
amount of greenhouse gases emitted into 
the atmosphere. 

•	 	You will propose to the Management Board 
of the thermal power plant to adopt a 
program aiming step by step activity reori-
entation towards the production of clean 
electricity with the help of renewable energy 
sources, and in the meantime you will look 
for the possibility of using funding from Eu-
ropean and national programs for the personnel retraining. 

•	 	You will allocate more and more of the thermal power plant’s cash to cover 
the rising costs of sanctions in anticipation of better times. After all, electricity 
production is vital to society and the economy... They can’t just give up on your 
production. 

•	 	Something else.


