ROLE PLAY

Parking

Every year, there are more and more cars in the central part of the settlement, and
most residential buildings do not have dedicated parking spaces. Paid parking lots
are located quite far from residential buildings, they are inconvenient to use and
their price is very high. Every car owner tries to park his car as close as possible to
his home and he also does not want to spend money.

Yards, adjacent areas to residential buildings and streets are completely filled with
cars. There are cars parked on children’s playgrounds, on green areas and even on
the sidewalks.

Some people complain that there is not enough parking space, others - that all the
green areas have been destroyed, there is no place for children to play, and the lo-
cal residents have no place to go out and sit on the benches. The regional adminis-
tration, as well as the communal services of the municipality, cannot influence the
situation in any way, there are no funds for organizing new parking spaces, nor the
possibility of landscaping and maintaining the playgrounds. There are no adequate
legislative measures to influence car owners. Some of the local regulations, as far
as they exist, are massively violated. Local environmentalists are concerned, as
such cars concentration has not only a negative impact on the urban environment,
but also on the health of residents.

Conflicting interests

1. Car owners want to park their cars near their home, not paying for parking.
They don't see any other way to organize additional parking than at the expense
of green spaces and playgrounds.

2. Residents complain that there is nowhere to walk and even the windows cannot be
opened, as the air is too often polluted by vehicle exhaust gases beyond the norm.

3. The regional administration and communal services cannot find funds to orga-
nize additional parking spaces.

4. Environmentalists note that if an adequate solution to the situation is not found
now, the problem will worsen in the future.
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Possible solutions

+ Construction of a system of barriers enabling only car owners who have paid a
certain fee for the right to park in this part of the city to have access to the limit-
ed number of parking spaces.

+ Active intervention of the regional administration in the direction of picking up
and removing illegally parked cars.

+ Introduction of a green zone for all cars from morning to late afternoon.

+ Placing fences around all green areas and playgrounds, thus preventing improp-
er parking.

+ Imposing serious fines on violators.

+ Search for a suitable location and investor to build a public multi-storey car park
in the central part of the city.

Varying viewpoints

The regional administration is ready to allow the organization of additional
parking spaces in part of the green areas, if the residents agree on this, as
well as to introduce a green parking zone to limit the parking of incoming
cars in this part of the settlement.

Car owners are convinced they have every right to leave the car close to
where they live.

The rest of the local residents want to limit the number of cars having access
to the central part of the settlement, as well as free up illegally blocked green
spaces and children’s playgrounds, thus creating a safer environment for
walking and children’s games.

Environmentalists defend the position that the green spaces, places for
children’s games and walks should be completely restored, and a large part
of the cars should be parked in public parking lots outside the central part of
the city.
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